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leaves to make your own patterns on
it. Tie them up with raffia and repur-
pose old gift cards for the tags. Get
an apple pie candle or simmer apple
cider on the stove. Try to use as many
tactile elements as possible to truly
enjoy the experience.”

And if time is limited, she says,
“Choose a contemporary theme
where simplicity reigns. Buy fresh or
silk pine branches and put them in a
contemporary vase. Whatever the
theme, stick to it and incorporate it in
several rooms throughout the house.”

Going green (as in plants) for the
holidays can also create a nice aro-
matic effect indoors. Lampe suggests
finding a local florist who also spe-
cializes in creating beautiful holiday
floral arrangements. “Floral and fresh
cut greenery are always a nice touch.
My favorite florist in Northern Col-
orado is Palmer House. They have
gifted floral designers and have many
options to choose from,” she says.
Scented peppermint or sugar cookie
candles can also add delicious sea-
sonal aroma. Wreaths, figs and flow-
ers can add scent-sation, and

cinnamon linen sprays as well as
apple cider soy beads add ambiance.

Martha Stewart-types can take the
holiday season to a new level with
their cool creations regardless of
theme. A sugar chalet, poinsettia nap-

kin rings, peppermint candles and
grocery bag garland are just a few
homemade holiday decoration op-
tions. Kids can also get in on the act
and will especially enjoy constructing
culinary pieces like a candy stick vase
or lollipop tree.

Even in a weak economy there are
options for creating a house filled
with holiday spirit. As Lampe ex-
plains, "In today's economy, many of
my clients are more cautious but will-
ing to spend their resources.” She
says that her business, Home Matters,
provides part-inspiration, part-in-
struction and part-construction for
her clients, "As far as my business, |
meet with clients to find an inspira-
tion or starting point, understand
their needs such as a party or out-of-
town guests, take stock of their in-
ventory if that is requested, shop for
decorations, provide set up and take
down and provide photos of the com-
pleted project. [ am also happy to
provide the ideas and inspiration if
that is all that is needed.”

For homeowners in search of hol-
iday heaven in their home, Lampe
says, "Take the time to understand
[your] goals and desires, come up
with a theme, know what you have in
stock, know where to search for new
items for the most dramatic results
and have fun.” D

IDEAS FOR DECORATING AROUND
A THEME OR TEXTURE

SEASONAL SHOPPING
IN COLORADO

FIND BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY DECOR
AT THESE ONLINE RETAILERS:




